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PROCEEDS FROM FRIGHT NIGHT BENEFIT RED CROSSPROCEEDS FROM FRIGHT NIGHT BENEFIT RED CROSS
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 Members of the group presenting their donation to the Red Cross include: David 

Sharrow, Kevin Hock, Gemma Blanks, Christine Doti, Ryan Kepner, Megan Moran, Roy Suarez 

and Sara Lowell.

O
n October 26, 2013, the Dignity for All 
Students group at the High School held an 
event called Fright Night. The result of that 

event was very successful and the students were able 
to present a check to the American Red Cross to help 
local people that were eff ected by the recent fl oods. 

HELEN SPERLING-THOU SHALL NOT BE A BYSTANDER HELEN SPERLING-THOU SHALL NOT BE A BYSTANDER 

O
n December 16th, all of our high school students had 
an opportunity to hear Helen Sperling, a 93 year old 
survivor of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp, 

speak about her Holocaust experience. Many students and 
staff  were moved to tears listening to Helen describe her life 
journey. As Helen closed, she asked students to take the pledge 
"Thou Shall Not Be a Bystander"--a meaningful message she 
derived from her Holocaust experience that will continue to 

have  signifi cance for years to come. To show SV's appreciation, 
students have come together to create a mural on a wall in the 
high school depicting lilacs (a lilac bush was removed by Nazi's 
from Helen's childhood home in Poland right before Helen and 
her family were separated) and Helen's message "Thou Shall 
Not be a Bystander." At the end of the presentation, students 
lined the auditorium to thank and hug Helen.
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Superintendent's Message

 I hope everyone had a joyous and peaceful holiday 
season. Prior to going on our winter break, we were 
entertained by three terrific, well attended winter 
concerts.  I commend our music department and all of 
our grades 4-12 band and choir students for their hard 
work and great music.

 The winter season has gotten off to a colder than 
normal start, along with more lake effect snow activity 
than we have had in recent years.  That said, please be 
sure your children are dressed appropriately for the 
colder weather.  During the winter months it becomes 
increasingly important to allow extra time for slower 
travel on the road and increased awareness of our 
buses picking up children. In the event the weather 
causes a delay, closure or early dismissal of school, 
you will be notified via our mass communication 
system (GlobalConnect); as well as, over the local radio 
and television stations. I know unannounced early 
dismissals may cause havoc with child supervision at 
home; however, you should have a contingency plan 
in place if such a need does arise.  Please be sure you 
notify your child’s school of such contingency plans.

 Though the budget process is a year long endeavor, 
we began the formal groundwork in developing the 
2014-15 school year budget on January 9, 2014.  The 
budget development commenced at the first Board 
of Education meeting in January and will continue 
until April 22, 2014, when we must adopt a budget to 
present to the voters. The budget process will mirror 
what we have done in the past, which is to analyze our 
expenditures and revenues and prioritize decisions that 
best meet the needs of our students.  Simply put, the 
state budget forecast is no better than what it has been 
the past five years. Foundation aid (our main source 
of state aid) remains frozen at the levels we received 
in 2008-09.  The state still imposes a Gap Elimination 
Adjustment (GEA) on all school districts which further 
takes away our share of state aid from the frozen levels 

of 2008-09.  Furthermore, the 2% tax cap, though sound 
in theory, does limit our ability to generate further 
revenue due to the fact that in order to exceed 2% in 
the tax levy, we must get 60% or more voter approval.

 What can we do to improve the budget scenario.  
One thing locally you can do is take part in the 
budget process to gain a better understanding of how 
resources are allocated and learn what is mandated and 
what is not.  We encourage public involvement in our 
budget workshops that take place at 6:00 p.m. before 
each Board meeting starting in January until a budget 
is adopted.  Your input will assist us in prioritizing the 
needs of our students and supporting those needs with 
adequate resources.  Other things you can do is urge 
our elected officials to eliminate the GEA, which for our 
district equals approximately $1.3 million.  We will need 
to continue to argue for meaningful mandate relief that 
continues to burden our budget.  The governor, over 
the past two years, has “earmarked” more state money 
to education.  Though some of this money has come by 
way of either a modest increase to our foundation aid 
or a reduction to our GEA, the Governor has advocated 
for competitive grant monies to be available for school 
districts.  Our schools in this area and other similar rural 
schools would benefit far more if these grant monies 
were freed up to provide targeted assistance to state 
aid dependent schools such as Sauquoit Valley.  Many of 
these competitive grants have stipulations that preclude 
us from qualifying for or would put us in a burdensome 
situation in the future when the grant money no longer 
sustains what you have allocated it for. The mission 
of education in New York State has changed over the 
last few years, which in most cases is for the good; 
however, the financial support of the state’s mission 
(college and career ready) is not congruent with the 
rising expectations. Reflect for a moment regarding 
what has taken place over the past few years. I have 
already mentioned the Gap Elimination Adjustment 
that takes state monies away from us. We now have 

continued on page 3
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School & Community News

mandates such as the adoption of the common core 
learning standards, Dignity for All Students Act, cyber 
bullying amendment to the Dignity Act and a new 
teacher Annual Professional Performance Review [APPR 
(evaluation system)]. Though these mandates have 
good intentions and frankly are important, they come 
with minimal, if any, financial support.  As a district we 
will control what we can while fulfilling our obligations 
to these mandates.

 In the end, we are here to serve the children’s 
basic educational needs and promote their growth in 
meeting their future college and career needs.  We will 
be seeking your help in developing and supporting 
a budget that will meet these needs to promote the 
growth of our students and our community. We embrace 
the challenges that lie ahead and cherish the support 
you provide our students and our district.

Sincerely,

RONALD WHEELOCK

Superintendent of Schools

T
he Sauquoit Valley Foundation’s Read to 

Succeed program is well underway with 

distribution of books to district children 

attending the Universal Pre-K programs and Head Start. 

If your child is a 4-year-old in the district and does not 

attend any of these programs, please register them in 

the elementary school offi  ce for this great program. 

 Log on to the Sauquoit Valley Foundation website 

for upcoming announcements of activities and events. 

Upcoming events in March include the National Traffi  c 

Safety Institute (NTSI) program for high school juniors 

and seniors. This program costs the students $10.00. 

Successful completion of the program may entitle your 

student for a reduction in insurance costs. Additional 

openings for adults are available on a fi rst come fi rst serve 

basis. Call Keith at Leatherstocking Defensive Driving at 

404.6079 or Joanne at 737.8924 for further information.  

Visit our website at www.sauquoitvalleyfoundation.org.    

 The Foundation is also hosting dessert and 

entertainment night tentatively scheduled for March 

2014. Watch for further information regarding this venue 

on our website and through the local newspapers. The 

Sauquoit Valley Foundation continues to sell engraved 

bricks, which are placed in the community walkway 

surrounding the athletic stadium. These bricks can be 

engraved to honor students, community members, 

teams, classes and groups. The engraved bricks are also 

a wonderful way to create a memorial for a loved one. 

Two sizes of bricks are available for purchase at www.

sauquoitvalleyfoundation.org or by contacting a Board 

member.

 The Sauquoit Valley Foundation meetings are held 

the fi rst Monday of the month. All residents of the 

district are welcome. The Sauquoit Valley Foundation 

continues to look for new members who want to bring 

new ideas for the schools and community and help 

those ideas come to fruition. 
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School News

Fast Fitness Is FUN!

 The Sauquoit Elementary K-3 students are so lucky 
because they have PE every day! That is possible 
through Mrs. Kidder and Mr. Smith’s innovative 
plan called Fast Fitness.  On days that the students 
don’t have regular physical education they come 
to the gym for Fast Fitness.  This is a program that 
helps connect physical activity and Common Core 
Objectives. Many students are kinesthetic learners 
and by participating in Fast Fitness they are learning 
more than ever! Many of the games in Fast Fitness include ELA and 
math concepts that the students are working on in their classrooms.  
This month a few of those activities included using clocks and working 
as a team to set the clock to the correct time.  Another game was a tag 
game and if a student got tagged depending on their grade level they 
had to either identify the animal, read the starred sentence or read the 
longer descriptive paragraph and then move the way the sentence told 
them too.  This worked on 
reading comprehension 
and connected physical 
activity. The students love 
Fast Fitness and most of 
the time the students 
don’t even realize that 
they are reinforcing what 
they are already learning 
in their classrooms! 
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 Kindergarten registration for 
eligible children in the Sauquoit Valley 
School District will be held January 28 & 
29 from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the main 
entrance of the Elementary School. It 
will also be held on February 6 from 
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in the Elementary 
School’s Health Offi  ce.  Children do not 
need to be present for registration. 
  To be eligible for Kindergarten, a 
child must be 5-years-old on or before 
December 1, 2014, and must reside 
in the Sauquoit Valley Central School 
District.
All paper work listed below must be 
handed in at the time of registration.

1. A completed registration packet
2. Copy of a birth certifi cate
3. Immunization record
4. Two proofs of residence
One proof must be either a National 
Grid or tax bill. 
 P.O. Box is not proof of residence.
   
If your child attends Sauquoit Universal 
Pre-K Program you will only have to 
supply the list below at the time of 
registration.

1. A completed registration packet
2. Any new immunizations
3. Two new proofs of residence 
  One proof must be either a National 

Grid or tax bill.
   P.O. Box is not proof of residence.

Students currently enrolled in Head 
Start or Universal Pre-K will receive 
a packet prior to registration.  If you 
have a child eligible for Kindergarten 
and are not in a Sauquoit School based 
program, please call 839-6339 for a 
packet. 

School News

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION
2014-2015

National Honor Society
Sauquoit Valley Central High School

 The 5th Annual Intergenerational Fall Clean-up collaboration among the Oneida 
County Youth Bureau, the Oneida County Offi  ce for the Aging and Continuing Care, Oneida 
County colleges, school districts, and youth organizations took place this past October. The 
clean-up has youth volunteers perform general yard clean-up duties, raking and bagging 
leaves, sweeping porches, driveways, and sidewalks, and bringing light refuse to the curb 
for pick up. The services are delivered to senior citizens throughout Oneida County who 
physically cannot do the work or fi nancially aff ord to have the work done.
 It was my privilege to witness the dedication, commitment, and hard work of several 
of the members of our own National Honor Society at Sauquoit Valley Central School as I 
worked side by side with them to serve some of the senior citizens amongst our community. 
As a fi rst time advisor to the National Honor Society, I cannot express how proud I am of 
each member who took the time to volunteer and provide the much needed services to 
senior citizens in Sauquoit.
 The members of the National Honor Society were Dana Bever, Alexis Linck-Entwistle, 
Hayley Mielnicki, Gabby Linck, Brianne Cardillo, Jessica Burline, Conner Brown, Caitlin 
Castelletti, Marissa Berry, Taylor Moore, and Renee Henck.
 These students and members of the National Honor Society at Sauquoit Valley High 
School worked together to assist the senior citizens in a time of need. I would like to invite 
you to congratulate them on their excellent representation of our school district and for 
their unselfi sh act of kindness.
 
Mrs. Tanya McRorie
National Honor Society Advisor

Sauquoit Valley High School

SAUQUOIT VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Music Calendar Winter 2014

JANUARY
8 

Junior High All-County Music 

Festival Auditions 
-Snow Date- Thursday, 9

@ Waterville Central School

FEBRUARY
6, 7, &  8 • 7:00 p.m.

Beauty and the Beast, Drama Club 

Production (High School Auditorium)

28

New Hartford Jazz Festival  

MARCH
6 & 7

Oneida Jazz Festival

12 • 7:00 p.m.

High School Pops Concert

(High School Auditorium)

19 • 7:00 p.m.

Middle School Pops Concert

(Middle School Gymnasium)

21 & 22

Junior High All-County Music Festival

(Waterville Central School)
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Hat, Mitt ens, and 
Gloves Toss

On December 10 the Sauquoit Valley Optimist Club 
sponsored a hat, mittens, and gloves toss during 
the boys’ varsity basketball game versus Waterville.  
Those in attendance either brought items with 
them or purchased items at the game to toss onto 
the court after Sauquoit Valley’s fi rst made basket 
of the third quarter. All items collected from this 
event were donated to the Sauquoit Valley Friends 
and Neighbors to support those in need during the 
winter months. The Optimist Club wishes to make 
this an annual event, and hopes to make each year 
the best collection event ever.  We thank Sauquoit 
Valley and Waterville for their generous support of 
our community!

Congratulations to 

Our Rotary Students 

of the Year!

Brianne Cardillo

Renée Henck

Daniele Ricci

Cassandra Wakefi eld

High Honor  90-100

Aiken, Cortney
Bever, Dana
Blanks, Gemma
Boehlert, Summer
Brennan, Kelly
Bunn, Xavier
Combs, Kristen
DeRosia, Eric
DeShane, Trevor
Fleury, Ryan
Gaff ney, Alyson

Giannatelli Jr., David
Hanrahan, Christopher
Hotaling, Sean
Kane, Christopher
Kentile, Evan
Livingston, Cassidy
Martino, Jennifer
Mierek, Dustyn 
Orsino, Maria
Randt, Hunter
Robinson, Mark

Sheppard, Tristan
Stedman, Nakeya
Suarez, Roy
Talma, Morgan
Verenich, Esther
Wendell, Karleigh

Honor  85-89

Adams, Benjamin
Bartlett, Michael
Hock, Kevin
Jennings, Samantha
Moran, Megan
Wolcott, Matthew

Honorable Mention  80-84

Germanovich, Tatiana

 

School News

BOARD MEMBER HONORED AT GENESIS DINNER
This past November 21, Sauquoit Valley Board of Education member, Lisa Frost, was honored at the Genesis, “Celebration 
of Education,” recognition dinner held at Hart’s Hill Inn.  Mrs. Frost, a local dairy farmer and dedicated Board of Education 
member of eleven (11) years, was recognized for her commitment to our community and as an advocate for our students.  
We appreciate and commend her for her years of service to the Sauquoit Valley school community.  Her wisdom, insight, 
and compassion are highly respected among her fellow Board members.  The Board of Education and the district wish 
to congratulate Lisa on this well-deserved honor.

BOCES Honor Roll: 10-Week

Suggestions on 
how to Respond 

to Teasing:
1. Remain calm, but seri-

ous.
2. Assertively ask the per-

son to stop teasing.
3. If the teasing continues, 

move away.
4. Ignore the teasing.
5. If the teasing stops, thank 

the person.

6. If it does not stop, re-
port the situation to a 
grown-up you trust.
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School News

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON FOR  THE 
Sauquoit Valley 
Girls Tennis 2013
The Sauquoit Valley Girls Tennis Team, coached by Lindsay 
Kidder, had a fantastic year.  The players on the team this 
year were: Isabella Arrigo, Kira Baran, Tanya Brutsky, Sydney 
Cehonski, Elizabeth Duh, 
Maiah DeGironimo, Miranda 
Floyd, Ella Brutsky, Hayley 
Carchedi, Jessica Morgan, 
Teresa Moses, Rena Topor, Dana 
Bever, and Megan Moran.  The 
fi nal league record was 15-1.  
Sauquoit also won the Center 
State Conference (CSC) League 
Tournament by sweeping 
the singles with Ella Brutsky 
winning 1st singles, Dana 
Bever winning 2nd singles 
and Tanya Brustky winning 3rd 
singles.  This is the 6th year that Sauquoit has won the league 
tournament! In addition to winning the CSC tournament other 
girls on the team volunteered their time to help raise money 

for breast cancer! The Sauquoit Girls Tennis Team was also the 
league champion this year! The girls tennis team advanced 
to team sectionals and beat Little Falls and Clinton at home 
and fi nished 2nd place in Section III losing to Skaneateles in 
the Section 3 fi nals.  Overall the girl’s tennis team had a very 
successful season! Another great accomplishment was that two 
girls, Dana Bever and Ella Brutsky, qualifi ed as a doubles team 
to play in the State Tournament.   Dana Bever is a senior that 
has been playing tennis since 7th grade.  This year Dana played 
mostly second singles and her record at that position was 17-
1.  Ella Brutksy is a junior and plays mostly fi rst singles and her 
record at that position was 17-1 as well.  During the season Dana 
and Ella played together so they could qualify for individual 
sectionals as a doubles team.  They won fi rst place in Division 
IV in the Section III tournament in Doubles.  This advanced 

them into a tournament amongst 
the best teams in Section III.  In 
this tournament they beat a team 
from Jamesville-Dewitt, Oneida 
and Baldwinsville to come in 3rd 
in all of Section III.  By coming in 
3rd in all of Section III they earned 
the right to compete at the State 
Tennis Tournament in Albany, 
NY.  They are the first girls from 
Sauquoit to ever play in the State 
Championship Tournament.  At 
the State Tournament they played 

two different teams and lost but it truly was an amazing 
accomplishment to have the opportunity to represent 

Sauquoit Valley at the State Tournament!  

CAREER DAY IS HELD AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
    On the morning of November 1, 27 speakers from the 
community came to the middle school and shared with our 
students all about what they do every day. Students are able 
to sit in on four diff erent sessions that last 30 minutes each and 

are encouraged to work hard at everything they do because 
it will benefi t them in the future. If anyone in the community 
is interested in speaking at next year's Career Day they can 
contact Mr. Ryan at 839.6378 or eryan@svcsd.org.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON FOR  THE 
Sauquoit Valley 
Girls Tennis 2013

Congratulations to our Optimist Youth of the Month! 
Selected by faculty as students who demonstrate good citizenship, are 

helpful toward others, and participate in school and community events 

Brianne Cardillo - December Keith Marble - January
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e-Cigarettes
 E-cigarettes are increasingly popular battery-operated devices marketed as a safer alternative to smoking conventional cigarettes. They produce fl avored 
nicotine aerosol that looks and feels like tobacco smoke but without the tar or other chemicals produced by burning tobacco leaves. However, while e-cigarettes 
do not produce tobacco smoke, it is still unclear how safe they are. They still deliver nicotine, which is a highly addictive drug. Also, vapor from some e-cigarette 
products has been found to contain known carcinogens and toxic chemicals. Until more studies are conducted, there is no way of knowing what the health 
consequences of repeated exposure to these chemicals may be, whether e-cigarettes are any safer than conventional cigarettes, or if they are useful to help a 
person quit smoking.

“Krokodil”
 “Krokodil” is a homemade synthetic form of a heroin-like drug called 
desomorphine that is made by combining codeine tablets with various 
toxic chemicals including lighter fl uid and industrial cleaners. This extremely 
dangerous mixture gets its name from the scaly, gray-green dead skin that 
forms at the site of an injection. The fl esh destroyed by krokodil becomes 
gangrenous, and, in some cases, limb amputation has been necessary to save 
a user’s life.
 Desomorphine has a similar eff ect to heroin in the brain, although it is 
more powerful and has a shorter duration. For the past decade, homemade 
desomorphine has been used as a cheap heroin substitute in poor rural areas 
of Russia, and its use has also been reported in Germany. More recently, it has 
been reported in a few U.S. states.

“N-bomb”
 “N-bomb” refers to any of three closely related synthetic hallucinogens 
(25I-NBOMe, 25C-NBOMe, and 25B-NBOMe) that are being sold as legal 
substitutes for LSD or mescaline. Also called “legal acid,” “smiles,” or “25I,” they 
are generally found as powders, liquids, soaked into blotter paper (like LSD) or 
laced on something edible.
 These chemicals act on serotonin receptors in the brain, 

like other hallucinogens, but they are considerably more
powerful even than LSD. Extremely small amounts can cause seizures, heart 
attack or arrested breathing, and death. At least 14 young people are reported 
to have died after taking 25I- 25C- or 25B-NBOMe between March 2012 and 
April 2013.  
 

“Syrup,” “Purple Drank,” “Sizzurp,” “Lean”
 Drinking prescription-strength cough syrup containing codeine and 
promethazine mixed with soda was referenced frequently in rap music 
beginning in the late 90s and has now become increasingly popular among 
youth in several areas of the country, according to recent CEWG data. Codeine 
is an opioid that can produce relaxation and euphoria when consumed in 
suffi  cient quantities. Promethazine is an antihistamine that also acts as a 
sedative. Users may also fl avor the mixture with the addition of hard candies.
 Codeine and other opioids present a high risk of fatal overdose due to 
their eff ect of depressing the central nervous system, which can slow or stop 
the heart and lungs. Mixing with alcohol greatly increases this risk. Deaths 
from prescription opioid medications now outnumber overdose deaths from 
all other drugs (including cocaine and heroin), and codeine-promethazine 
cough syrup has been linked to the overdose deaths of some prominent rap 
musicians.

(Taken from http://www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/emerging-trends)

Social Worker News 
Here are some things parents can look for if they think their child may be 

involved in drugs and/or alcohol:

• Change in relationships with family 
members or friends 

• Loss of inhibitions
• Mood changes or emotional instability
• Loud, obnoxious behavior
• Laughing at nothing
• Unusually clumsy, stumbling, lack of 

coordination, poor balance
• Sullen, withdrawn, depressed
• Unusually tired
• Silent, uncommunicative
• Hostile, angry, uncooperative
• Deceitful or secretive
• Makes endless excuses
• Decreased Motivation 
• Lethargic
• Unable to speak intelligibly, slurred 

speech, or rapid-fi re speech 
• Inability to focus
• Hyperactive

• Unusually elated 
• Periods of sleeplessness or high energy, 

followed by long periods of "catch up" 
sleep 

• Disappearance of prescription or over–
the-counter pills

• Missing alcohol or cigarettes
• Disappearance of money or valuables
• Unusual smell in the car or bottles, pipes, 

or bongs on fl oor or in glove box
• Appearance of unusual containers or 

wrappers, or seeds left on surfaces, like 
Frisbees, used to clean marijuana

• Appearance of unusual containers or 
wrappers and drug apparatus, including 
pipes, rolling papers, small medicine 
bottles, eye drops, butane lighters or 
makeshift smoking devices, like bongs 
made out of toilet paper rolls and 
aluminum foil

• Hidden stashes of alcohol
• Smell of smoke on breath or clothes
• Chewing gum or mints to cover up breath
• Heavy use of over-the-counter 

preparations to reduce eye reddening 
(eye drops), nasal irritation, or bad breath 
(breath mints or gum)

• Frequently breaks curfew
• Cash fl ow problems
• Reckless driving, car accidents, or 

unexplained dents in the car 
• Avoiding eye contact
• Clenching teeth 
• Locked bedroom doors
• Going out every night
• Secretive phone calls, texting, instant 

messages or emails
• "Munchies" or sudden, voracious appetite
• Sudden or increased use of air fresheners, 

scented candles, or incense

(Taken from http://timetoact.drugfree.org/think-look-for-signs.html)
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Social Worker News 

 Guidance News 
Sauquoit Valley High School Character All-Stars   

This year the "Character All-Star" award was developed to help catch our students do-
ing "good!" "Good" deeds include standing up to bullying, showing kindness, being a 
role-model, and having all-around great character. The school newspaper (Sauquoit 
Star), Student Council, and the counseling offi  ce 
(along with the nominations of the school staff ) 
have teamed up to nominate, select and award a 
gift card to the special student each month. The 
student is also featured on the front page of the 
Sauquoit Star. To date, this years Character All Stars 
are Jason Simon, Ryan Kepner, Renee Henck, and 
Maiah DeGironimo. Congratulations and thank you 
for adding character to our school!

Financial Aid Workshop

Utica College is hosting a FAFSA 
workshop on February 15th from 
10am - 1pm. Bring your 2013 tax 
info and W-2's. Reservations are re-
quired and space is limited. More 
details at www.utica.edu/fi nance/
sfs/registration.cfm

SENIOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

Please visit the High School Counseling webpage 
often for updates on fi nancial aid and scholarships

On November 5, Wendy Fical, program director at the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 
came to Sauquoit Middle School to engage students in 

Net Smartz—an informational session regarding internet safety 
and cyber-bullying.  
 A permission slip was sent home prior to the program, 
requesting that interested students bring in their phones or 
other electronic devices in order to learn about various safety 
preferences. 
 Fical sat with students and covered safety measures that can 
be taken with popular social media websites, such as Facebook, 
Instagram, Kik, Vine, Snapchat and Twitter. Many privacy settings 
on these websites are not automatic, and must be enabled 
manually. Students were informed about these settings and 
learned how to make their personal accounts more secure. 
Students learned to control settings such as location services, 
tracking photos and mapping. Topics addressed at the session 
included being familiar with who your friends are on social 
media sites, and how to have fun online while also being safe.

Junior PSAT
On October 16th many juniors took 
the PSAT exam. The PSAT is a pre-test 
for the SAT and also the qualifying 
exam for the National Merit Scholar-
ship. Results will be reviewed during 
junior conferences beginning second 
semester. In addition to PSAT results, 
we will be discussing senior course 
selection and post-high school plan-
ning. Parents are welcome to at-
tend, please contact Mr. Scialdone to 
schedule a meeting time. 

Sophomore PLAN
On November 20th the sophomores 
took the PLAN test. Results will be 
reviewed with each student during 
sophomore conferences beginning 
in January. In addition to PLAN re-
sults, we will also be discussing junior 
course selection and post high school 
planning. Parents are welcome to at-
tend. Please contact Ms. Hajdasz to 
schedule a meeting time. 

MS Students Learn 
About Net Smartz



December/January 2013-1410

High School News 1 st Q uar ter Honor Roll

HIGH 
HONORS

Grade 9
Baran, Kira
Castelletti, Andrew
Cehonski, Sydney
Hamilton, Patrick
Ludemann, Ryan
Sarajlija, Elma
Schloop, Nicholas
Tarasevich, Anatoliy
Verenich, Maxim

Grade 10
Lyubezhanin, Veronika
Moore, Robert
Shaw, Allison

Grade 11
Borello, Kathryn
Cammer, Jarrod
Collins, Carter
Denton, Amy
Evans, Ethan
Hanrahan, Christopher
LaQuay, Nicholas
Lewandrowski, Kory
Lyke, Norman
Lyubezhanin, Robert
Mazza, Jenna
Parry, David
Randall, Jenna
Scibior, Violet
Waldeck, Sara
Wheelock, Daniel

Grade 12
Berry, Marissa
Bever, Dana
Blanks, Gemma
Brown, Conner
Burline, Jessica
Cardillo, Brianne
Henck, Renee
Judway, Megan
Martino, Jennifer

Mielnicki, Hayley
Moore, Taylor
Petrushenko, Anita
Talma, Morgan

HONOR 
ROLL

Grade 9
Blanks, Tristan
Brutsky, Tanya
Burline, Emily
Cobane, Devon
Davoli, Makenna
Duh, Elizabeth
English-Batease, 
Jazmine
Fowler, Ciboney
Grande, Antonio
Hajdasz, Jordan
Hartman, Kaitlyn
Kuhn, Alyssa
Ouellette, Gabriella
Panzone, Dominic
Price, Luke
Prichard, Derek
Rocco, Nicholas
Scott, Tyler
Sloma, Ali
Snyder, Olivia
Weather, Laniya
Whittaker, Mitchell

Grade 10
Acquaviva, Mariana
Dempsey, Mariah
Dittmar, Emily
Durney, Matthew
Inglis, Brittany
Inglis, Haylie
Kiss, Serena
Lallier, Ashlee
Leary, Ashton
Marino, Alexandra
McClusky, Kira
Mielnicki, Abbey
Murphy, Devin

Pabon, Mathew
Parker, Erika
Philpotts, Steven
Schmidt, Magdalena
Sibilia, Lorenzo
Verenich, Mark
Warren, Keanda

Grade 11
Blocher, Cole
Brennan, Jill
Bunn, Xavier
Carney, Morgan
Critelli, Samantha
Fauteux, Kellie
Fleury, Ryan
Giannatelli, Jr., David
Griffi  th, Ryan
Hamilton, Valerie
Knapp, Michael
Kondzielawa, Jenna
LaSalle, Allison
Livingston, Cassidy
Menard, Robert
Moehringer, Austin
Murphy, Braden
Orsino, Alyssa
Owens, Kevin
Philipson, Rebeccah
Redmond, Timothy
Voce, Alexis
Waszkiewicz, Kevin
Wheelock, Caleb

Grade 12
Aiken, Cortney
Boehlert, Summer
Brennan, Kelly
Busa, Peter
Castelletti, Caitlin
Combs, Kristen
Coniguliaro, Quinn
DeRocco, Joselyn
DeRosia, Eric
Ferro, Jennifer
Gaff ney, Alyson
Gosrani, Aayush

Griffi  th, Emily
Howard, Austin
Lemieux, Clayton
Linck, Gabriel
Linck-Entwistle, Alexis
Marble, Keith
Morgan, Tristan
Orsino, Maria

Parr, Austin
Ricci, Daniele
Scalzo, Katrina
Semeraro, Anthony
Sheppard, Tristan
Spina, Nicholas
Tuttle, Baylea
Verenich, Esther
Wakefi eld, Cassandra
Whittaker, Grant

MERIT ROLL

Grade 9
Agnew, Amanda
Appel, Meghan
Arrigo, Isabella
Caruso, Devin
Cilbrith, Anna
Collins, Allie
Costantine, Sydney
Crowe, Raegan
DeRosia, Krysta
Fox, Kierra
Grippe, Julia
Howard, Jarod
Hutchinson, Elijah
Praznik, Kaitlyn
Snow, Adelbert
Wakefi eld, Victoria
Weibel, Rachel
Williams, Tyler

Grade 10
Baird, Paige
DeGironimo, Maiah
Held, Zachary
Leitz, Lauren

McHarris, Jacob
Moore, Sara
Ray, Tyler
Salvatore, Mia
Talma, Jordan
Violante, Carly
Wosnjuk, Sara
Zvirzdin, Joshua

Grade 11
America, Ashley
Carchedi, Hayley
Cromp, Ivy
Deno, Ashley
DeShane, Trevor
George, Andrea
Jennings, Samantha
Kepner, Ryan
Knauth, Daniel
Lallier, Haylee
Mierek, Dustyn
Montano, Jordan
Moses, Teresa
O'Dell, Cheyenne
Randall, Morgan
Reinhardt, Gabrielle
Roback, Christopher
Topor, Rena
Vanderpool, Robert
Warren, Makia
Weaver, Tori

Grade 12
Burton, Ryan
Gleba, Erik
Hasselman, Kassidy
Hock, Kevin
Hollenbeck, Maeline
Lowell, Sara
Madia, Colin
Randt, Hunter
Roman, Andrew
Stuttard, Tyler
Wolcott, Matthew
Wosnjuk, Meghan
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Grade 5
Carey, Lillian
Cifonelli, Holly
Dischiavo, Mia
Hullar, Emma
Rhymestine, Tyler
Stayton, Tessa

Grade 6
Borgia, Gabrielle
Jones, Trevor
Stanimer, Abigail
Stayton, Luke

Grade 7
Berry, Kassie
Burline, Alyssa
Giff ord, Sydney
Grande, Adrianna
Greif, Allyson
Kiesel, Victoria
Lazarek, Kiley
Longway, Caitlyn
Mangini, Danielle
Price, Alexandra
Verenich, Vanessa
Whittaker, Kimberly

Grade 8
Dudek, Abigail
Elliott, Kaleb
Hutchings, Derek
Mazza, Christopher
Nelson, Katherine
Powles, Rachael
Simmons, Kacey
Vabischevich, Veronica
Wheelock, Kerri

PRINCIPAL'S 
LIST 

Grade 5
Amico, Ashley
Barron, Emily
Canarelli, Alyssa

Cardillo, Bianca
Caruso, Casey
Crowe, Seamus
DelMedico, Keeshawn
Dudek, Carter
Furner, Benjamin
Gallagher, Meghan
Giff ord, Zachary
Hayes, Connor
Inglis, Marley
Makuszak, Michael
Mazurowski, Kylie
McLain, Hannah
Moreau, Matthew
Owens, Hailey
Owens, Kaitlyn
Owens, Nathan
Seymour, Arianna
Sheppard, Alexa
Spanneut, Daniel
Weibel, Sean

Grade 6
Buckingham, Sophie 
Callahan, Christopher
Canarelli, Ellen
Chmukh, Yuliya
Durney, Tessa
Finegan, Hannah
Hagearty-Mattern, 
Catherine
Luczak, Olivia
McGarry, Kylah
McKenney, Madison
Pabon, Rachel
Snow, Daron
Sweet, Chayton
Weeks, Briannah

Grade 7
Canarelli, Samantha
Collins, Lillian
Critelli, Angela
Gelfuso, Nicholas
Grzywacz, Hannah
LaSalle, Emily
Moreau, Allison
Ouellette, Madeline
Prichard, Julia
Roback, Chantele
Robinson, Savannah
Scott, Ethan

Screeder, Morgan
Sheppard, Makenna 
Tilbe, Sara
Zammiello, Adreona

Grade 8
Brennan, Mandy
Buckingham, Owen
Burton, Raquel
Costantine, Hannah
Evans, Garrett
Evans, Liam
Furner, Breana
Harris, Paige
Hartman, Courtney
Held, Rebecca
Kubik, Abigayle
Kuhn, Brittney
Latella, Anthony
Linck, Jacob
Luke, Alexa
Madden, Rachel
Nassar, Brianna
Paciello, Kirsten
Petrushenko, Mark
Purcell, Kristen
Salvatore, Jenna
Sebastian, Hallie
Sibilia, Giovanni
Spataro, Aidan
Vanderpool, Benjamin
Walker, Sumer
Ward, Mikayla
Worden, Trevor

HONOR'S 
LIST
Grade 5
Agnew, Katie
Alem, Julia
Ballard, Mickia
Beasock, Hunter
Catic, Haris
Drake, Isabella
Gadway, Cody
Gaetano, Francesca 
Giff ord, Dylan
Haynes, Crystal
Inman, Jacob
Johns, Vincent

Kellam, Sean
Leitz, Casey
Liddy, Ashlie
Morehouse, Joseph
Mozden, Eve
Nicotera, Andrew
Parks-Carney, Hayleigh
Ward, Jill
Wentrick, Connor
Winters, Dakota

Grade 6
Brodock, Kiara
Brown, Michael
Clive, Landon
Furner, Tristin
Gonyea, Rachel
Hagearty-Mattern, 
Patrick
Lupino, Jacob
Martin, Makenzie
Miles, Jacob
Mott, Jamie
Peek, Meghan
Randall, Megan
Ray, Zachary
Smith, Kaitlyn
Taha, Abraham
Turley, Kevin
Ward, Joshua
Worden, Jacob
Young, Kody

Grade 7
Bullock, Austin
Canaguier, Austin
DelMedico, Jamal
Dittmar, Ryan
Freemire, Curtis
Knapp, Christopher
Meeker, Mackenzie
Randall, Madison 
Randt, Trinity
Seeman, Shayna
Stoddard, Austin
Xie, Ricky

Grade 8
Arcuri, Gianna
Aten, Cassie
Canarelli, Dylan
Eberle, Abigail
Evans, Jr., Giovanni

Grago, Justin
Griffi  th, Kevin
Jennings, Matthew
Johns, Lauryn
Latella, Salvatore
Lyons, Joshua
Malysa, Joseph
Peek, Michael
Pezzulo, Andrew
Philpotts, Taylor
Puleo, Erica
Roberts, Amanda
Robinson, Maren 
Shaw, Evan
Talma, Sidney

SPECIAL
RECOGNITION

Grade 5
Christian, Kyle
Hajdasz, Sydney 
Jaquish, Cooper
Nassar, Anthony

Grade 6
Cehonski, Serena
Williams, Ashley

Grade 7
Carchedi, Vincent
Lewandrowski, Mary-
ann

Grade 8
Crandall, Joshua
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Congratulations Mrs. Kidder!
 “Excellent job!”, “Nice technique throwing the ball!” “I like 
how you are helping others!” These are just a few encouraging 
remarks you often hear from Mrs. Lindsay Kidder in the elemen-
tary gymnasium.  
 Now it’s time to say, “Excellent 
job!” to Mrs. Kidder! Recently she was 
awarded Elementary Physical Edu-
cation Teacher of the Year from the 
NYS Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Dance of 
the Central North Zone.  Mrs. Kidder 
was selected amongst other edu-
cators from Madison, Oneida, Her-
kimer, Jeff erson, Lewis, Onondaga, 
and Northern Cayuga counties.  
 It has been said, “The mediocre 
teacher tells, the good teacher ex-
plains, the superior teacher demon-
strates, and the great teacher inspires.”  This statement couldn’t 
be truer about Mrs. Kidder.  In the best-selling book, Good to Great 
author Jim Collins describes, “to build a successful organization 
and team you must get the right people on the bus.”  His research 

shows that great schools and organizations do this. We feel Mrs. 
Kidder is certainly on the right bus and are thankful she is a part of 
our team.  The Sauquoit Valley CSD has been fortunate to have her 

dedication and passion for education for 
the last seven years. 
Talk to her colleagues, students, and 
community members and they all tell 
us what kind of teacher Mrs. Kidder is. 
Words such as compassionate, dedicat-
ed, and hard-working all surface when 
discussing her. But if you really want to 
see what kind of person she is, look at 
her actions and what those actions have 
achieved, students gaining self-con-
fi dence, discovering new talents they 
might not have known they possessed 
as well as students feel empowered 
while building character. When you see 

her please tell her “Congratulations!"
 Congratulations to Mrs. Kidder for her wonderful accom-
plishment! We all are so proud of her on this achievement!

 In November, freshman Sydney Cehonski spearheaded a 
blanket and towel drive to keep the animals warm this winter 
for our local Spring Farm Cares. Sydney fi rst solicited the help of 
the school counselors to get the word out about the cause. After 
little initial success getting donations, Ms. Hajdasz with grades 
9 and 10 challenged Mr. Scialdone with grades 11 and 12 to a 
competition. Sauquoit Valley High School was divided right down 

the center for a great cause. The 
competition was fi erce and 
the students went above and 
beyond to bring in hundreds of 
sheets, blankets and towels. In 
the end, team Scialdone/Grades 
11 and 12 beat Team Hajdasz/
Grades 9 and 10. In summary, the 
teams reached a combined total of 
well over 400 items that were then 
donated to Spring Farm Cares.

A School Divided for a Cause


